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1. AlLETHICS AND ITS DISCONTENT



Go gle Al About Responsibilities Research Education Tools Blog

TRILATERAL
A I E T H I c S Overview  Principles Responsible Al practices  Review Process  Public policy perspectives RESEARCH
Innovation
& Research

Objectives for Al applications

We will assess Al applications in view of the following objectives. We believe that Al should:

1. Be socially beneficial.

2. Avoid creating or reinforcing unfair bias.

- INDEPENDENT
HIGH-LEVEL EXPERT GROUP ON
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

SET UP BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 4. Be accountable to people.

3. Be built and tested for safety.

* * * 5. Incorporate privacy design principles.

/ / 6. Uphold high standards of scientific excellence.

7. Be made available for uses that accord with these principles.
Recommendation of the Council on
Artificial Intelligence

(Google, undated)

ETHICS GUIDELINES
FOR TRUSTWORTHY Al

Recommendation on

the Ethics
(HLEG-AI, 2019) of Artificial
Intelligence

OECD Legal
Instruments

Adopted on 23 November 2021

(OECD, 2019) (UNESCO, 2022)
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Figure 4. Number of publications per year

Corréa et al., 2023, “Worldwide Al ethics: A review of 200
guidelines and recommendations for Al governance”



DISCONTENT WITH Al ETHICS

> Al ethics being misused to limit regulation
(Wagner, 2018; Ochigame, 2019, Resseguier and Rodrigues, 2020, etc.)

> Al ethics as securing existing power relations
(D’'lgnazio, Klein, 2020, etc.)



DISCONTENT WITH Al ETHICS

> Al ethics being misused to limit regulation
(Wagner, 2018; Ochigame, 2019, Resseguier and Rodrigues, 2020, etc.)

> Al ethics as securing existing power relations
(D’'lgnazio, Klein, 2020, etc.)

Al ethics lack teeth



DISCONTENT WITH Al ETHICS

> Al ethics being misused to limit regulation
(Wagner, 2018; Ochigame, 2019, Resseguier and Rodrigues, 2020, etc.)

> Al ethics as securing existing power relations
(D’'lgnazio, Klein, 2020, etc.)

Al ethics lack teeth

ETHICS WASHING



HOW TO ADDRESS THESE CRITIQUES?

> Developing regulatory landscape, especially with the
upcoming Al Act

> What about within ethics?



Need for more
practical and effective R ES EA RC H

implementation of Al ETH'CS FOR Al

ethics
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2. ADISTINCTION WITHIN ETHICS



A DISTINCTION WITH ETHICS

ETHICS

t we should do and shoule
do?
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A DYNAMIC RELATIONSHIP

Shape and
structure

Produces and
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Al ETHICS

Ongoing
process

of attention &
reflection

Al ethics principles
e.g. transparency, responsibility,
non-maleficence, etc.

Elaboration and implementation
of Al principles



CONFUSION AND WEAKENING OF ETHICS

Weak norms:
> easily manipulated (ethics washing)

Weak ongoing process:

> Poor and superficial reflection

> Inattention to context

> No questionning of power relations




CONFUSION AND WEAKENING OF ETHICS

Weak norms:
> easily manipulated (ethics washing)

Weak ongoing process:

> Poor and superficial reflection

> Inattention to context and its
evolution

Al ethics that lacks teeth

ETHICS WASHING



STRENGTHENING BOTH ASPECTS OF ETHICS FOR AN
EFFECTIVE Al ETHICS
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3. RESEARCH ETHICS FOR Al
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With mechanisms to impose compliance

Example: Al ethics requirements for EU-
funded projects on Al
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RESEARCH ETHICS FOR Al

- Ethical monitoring throughout the project (EU
projects)
m - SSH research on Al and its impacts (EU projects)
- Ethics and Society Review (Bernstein et al. 2021)
- Documentation: e.g., model cards (Mitchell et al.
2019), datasheets for datasets (Gebru et al., 2020)

Ongoing
process Elaboration and implementation
of attention & — of Al principles

reflection




ADAPTATIONS OF RESEARCH ETHICS TO Al @

» Research ethics throughout the project
* as opposed to one-off compliance check at the start of the project

» Engage with broad impacts on the society once the system is deployed
* as opposed to impact on human participants only

»To be implemented in industry settings
* not only in academic environments



KEY TAKE AWAYS

TWO ASPECTS OF
ETHICS:

e Norms

e Open process of
reflection and attention

CONFUSION
BETWEEN THESE 2
ASPECTS LEADS TO

WEAKENING BOTH:

¢ Ethics washing

¢ Weakeness of critical
perspective in Al ethics

KEY ROLE OF
RESEARCH ETHICS
FRAMEWORKS TO

STRENGTHEN AND
OPERATIONALISE Al
ETHICS

RESEARCH ETHICS
FOR Al:

¢ Norms with requirements
for compliance

e Elaborate and embed
norms throughout
research projects




